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Abe’s story
The desperation of  homelessness can lead  
people to cast their fate upon the outcome of  a 
coin flip or the luck of  a draw.  Abe came to New 
Horizons by pulling a slip of  paper from a hat.

After 7 years of managing a community center laundromat and 
snack bar in a West coast city Abe was laid-off due to budget cuts.  
After a lengthy stint of unemployment and his anxiety issues  
increasing Abe decided his course of action would be a change  
of locale. He placed 48 slips of paper in a 
hat, one for each of the lower States and 
drew out New Hampshire. After research-
ing the State he did a similar lottery based 
on 11 cities in NH and drew Manchester:

“After a 3-day bus ride I arrived at 11:05 pm and I had $173.00 
in my pocket.”  The bus station in Manchester was not open 24 
hours.  “The bus dropped 3 passengers, 2 were picked up by  
family and I was left at the gate.  I did not get sleep due to anxi-
ety about facing homelessness and maybe living under a bridge.   
I feared the worst-case scenarios.”

The next day I crossed the Queen City Bridge and saw a sign:  
‘West Manchester Community Center.’  I walked in to ask for 
resources.  An older lady opened the phone book and wrote down 
the directions to New Horizons.   

While walking all this long distance my mind was still occupied 
with fear; “What if the shelter is full?’

I arrived at New Horizons and was told to fill out the form and 
was briefed on the policy.  Evening dinner was amazingly good 
and I ate to my capacity.  I was more surprised when provided 
with soap, towel, razor and a hot shower.  I was assigned a case 
manager and by recommendation due to my insomnia I was el-

evated to tier two.  My case manager set me 
on a path with connection to Manchester 
Mental Health for help with my anxiety and 
Manchester Housing Authority where I now 
reside in my own place.

“My 3 month stay at New Horizons has left me with so much 
appreciation for everything in life.  I have not enough words to 
express my heart-felt gratitude to NHNH as an organization and 
grateful to the staff for being so friendly and respectful during 
my stay there.  I also take this opportunity to thank donors to this 
life saving shelter which touches so many lives.”

“After a 3-day bus ride I 
arrived at 11:05 pm and I 

had $173.00 in my pocket.”

Angie’s Residents Receive Star Dental Treatment
For several years, the residents at Angie’s Shelter for Women have had a local dentist in their corner. Dr. 
Thomas P. Connelly, DDS, of Connelly Dentistry in Manchester, has been donating his time and services 
to any Angie’s resident who needs any level of dental work. This wonderful service helps the ladies 
tremendously with their dental health and self-esteem. Having a beautiful and healthy smile makes these 
residents feel so much better about themselves, and that definitely translates into motivating them to 
change the circumstances that led to their homelessness. 

Before landing in Manchester, Dr. Connelly’s career had taken him to both Boston and New York. In New 
York, he worked on some famous mouths and celebrated smiles including those of TV journalist Barbara 
Walters, supermodels Heidi Klum and Naomi Campbell and comedian Chris Rock. Professional athletes are 
often also in need of dental repair and Dr. Connelly has done work on a number of Boston Bruins players. 
Dr. Connelly also provides free dental care to residents of Liberty House, a shelter for homeless veterans.

Angie’s for Women

Dr. Connelly has helped 
well over a dozen Angie’s 
residents and we are so 
grateful for his generosity!

On October 18th Michael Tessier submitted his resignation as 
Executive Director of New Horizons to our Board of Directors 
and with regret, it was accepted.  We’re sorry to see Mike go but 
the work of New Horizons continues unabated.  

The BOD asked me to take the responsibility of Interim 
Executive Director on October 20th and it is a job I am happy 
to accept.  

I’ve been fortunate to have met many of you while you’ve 
volunteered here in the Kitchen or Pantry or our events like the 
Walk Against Hunger. I also began my journey at New Horizons 
as a volunteer.  In January of 2007 my wife and I moved to 
Manchester to be closer to our families.  In the previous few 

years I’d been working for agencies addressing homelessness 
in Chicago including a stint as the Director of Operations for 
that city’s largest Soup Kitchen.  Looking to be useful in my 
new community it was a natural fit for me to volunteer driving 
and doing pick-ups for the New Horizons Pantry and Kitchen.  
When a position opened in the Kitchen I took on the job “chief 
cook and bottle washer,” where I first came into contact with so 
many of our great supporting organizations and volunteers.  
Since May of 2008 I’ve been the Program Director.  In this time 
I’ve worked with clients and case managers, had oversight at 
revitalizing Angie’s Program, instituted the NHNH Alumni 
Program, facilitated Movin’ On classes, helped implement 
details of our Family Meal, worked with other Manchester 
agencies through the Continuum of Care and Mayor’s Task 
Force on Homelessness, with the State Bureau of Homeless and 
Housing, and as a member of the Board of the New Hampshire 
Coalition to End Homelessness.

I appreciate the trust the BOD has shown in asking me to take 
this role in the interim and I look forward to working with all of 
you to keep our important work going strong.

Sincerely Yours,
Kevin J. Kintner, Interim Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S 
CORNER  



Six High School 
Hockey Teams 
will compete at St. 
Anselm’s Sullivan 

Arena this December 10 & 11 at the 1st Annual Greater 
Manchester New Horizons Holiday Jamboree. Mark Putney, 
co-coordinator of the event, came to NHNH to offer a food 
drive fundraiser to encourage spectators to give this holiday 
season to those less fortunate.   

Milly’s Tavern –  Milly’s is accepting canned goods, 
lightly worn clothing, boots and winter apparel now 
through December 25th. All items are given to the 
homeless population on Christmas morning.

Holiday Basket Delivery – Saturday, December 
18th. Looking for 50 teams!

Thank you to Bob’s Discount Furniture Charitable Foundation for 
donating $400 and to Linda A. Sullivan of Hooksett for donating $500 
to fund the makeover of our client TV lounge desperately in need of 
one. The makeover will include new couches, tables, paint, TV and wall 
décor. The transformation is in process, check our next newsletter for the 
before and after pictures.

Recently, we have been applying for grants to address the physical 
surroundings of our clients. Last year we applied for and received 
five different grants totaling $20,804 for the purchase of 53 new 
beds and mattresses for our dormitory. This year we were looking 
to replace TV lounge furniture, television and update the room. 
These efforts are part of our desire to improve the surroundings  
of our homeless clients. It helps their self-esteem and dignity when the 
place at which they reside respects them enough to provide pleasant, 
albeit very basic, surroundings.

Chalifour’s Flowers Gift and Gourmet – provided all of the 
wonderful decorations for the Breakfast event and held a food 
drive during the month of November.  

Special Thanks to John McAndrew who provided a special 
appearance at the Breakfast….all the way from Tennessee!  Rick 
Elliot - Music Factory for making John’s performance possible.

King Arthur Baking Assembly  
– Over 240 sixth graders learned to 
bake fresh, nutritious bread from 
scratch through the Life Skills 
Bread Baking Program. Students 
then used their newfound skill – 
along with ingredients donated by 
King Arthur Flour – to bake their 
own loaves for donation to the  
New Horizons Soup Kitchen.

Milly’s Tavern – Thanks for Giving Event was held to collect 
thanksgiving feast food items to include in NHNH Thanksgiving 
food baskets.  Over 1,100 baskets are distributed over the holiday.  
Thanks Amanda, Jayce and Peter!!!! Next event December 10th.

Professional Teledata – 5th Annual Food Drive RG Sullivan 
Cigar Building 

WHEB/WGIR ClearChannel Radio – 6th Annual Lend a 
Helping Can (raising a grand total of over $28,000)

WGIR-AM Wilkins Mechanical – Food Drive and “Ask The 
Expert” Radio Show

Windham High School – Seven 
girls from WHS have initiated a 
community service program called 
“A Walk in Their Shoes”  A long-
long documentary of their project is 
coming this summer.  Check them 
out at www.awalkintheirshoes.com

In September, Dee Boisvert from 
St. George Orthodox Cathedral 
donated the extra food from their 
Glendi Greek festival. It was a  
great, large assortment of Greek 
food which our pantry clients loved! 
($3,000 value)

Over the past two months Walmart of Manchester has donated 
a very large amount of food and materials to New Horizons.  
($6,000 value)

Thanks to Claire Gaumont of the Social Services Department 
at Catholic Medical Center for a coat drive held in October.  
($1,000 value)

8th ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS
RAISES RECORD $7,400 
The New Hampshire Potters Guild sponsored the 8th Annual Empty 
Bowls fundraiser in September which raised $7,400 and was attended 
by over 300 people, both records and increases over last year.

The NH Potters Guild will 
be hosting 2-3 “Bowlathons” 
in the next year where they 
will be gathering to make 
bowls for Empty Bowls. 
They anticipate needing at 
least 400 bowls for next year 
and are seeking donations for 
clay and glaze.

If you have an event you would like listed, or if you would like to know more about NHNH events,
 fundraisers and volunteer opportunities, please visit www.helpnewhorizons.org

Our Stars

New Horizons Helps  
New Horizons...
New Horizons Computer 
Learning Centers recently 
gave $1,000 to Angie’s.

Mike Tessier, Ruth Braga, Steve Appleby, Jill Knight and 
thanks to Hillary Gallagher for taking the picture.

Save
the

Date
March 31st – Palace Theater

An evening of entertainment still to be determined. 
Proceeds to benefit New Horizons.  Stay tuned.

Religious Community Delivers 
625 Bags of Food to  
Help the Hungry!

World’s Championship Chili Cookoff    
The first chili event ever in Manchester went off  without  
a hitch.  The City is donating $8,190 to NHNH for our  
participation in this event.  Special thanks to Mary and all  
of  her volunteers who came out to support New Horizons  
and help us to show our strength in numbers. 

Volunteers Needed!

New Horizons working in partnership with the NH 
Community Development Finance Authority has 
recently been awarded a $25,000 grant and low 
interest loan through the Enterprise Energy Fund to 
fund a heat and hot water system retrofit for the New 
Horizons building. The existing oil system will be 
replaced with natural gas and solar. It is estimated 
the heating costs will be reduced by 40%.

New Energy Efficient  
Heat & Hot Water System 
Coming to New Horizons

In September the 20th Annual Religious 
Response to Hunger brought in 625 bags of 
food! This is a 10% increase over last year’s 
amount. “We are thrilled to receive such a 
terrific donation,” said Mary Silva, New 
Horizons Food Service Manager, “We typically struggle 
to keep food on the shelves during this time of year, so it couldn’t come 
at a better time for us.”

Temple Adath Yeshurun, First Congregational Church of Manchester 
and others in the religious community have supported New Horizons 
food pantry for over 20 years and supplied over 20,000 lbs of food in 
this annual event. 

Greater Manchester
New Horizons
Holiday Jamboree

Shelter TV Lounge Makeover 
Move Over HGTV!

Parkside Middle School

Sign up at www.helpnewhorizons.org


